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William F. Baker is the Structural Engineering Partner for Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM).  

Throughout his distinguished career, Bill has dedicated himself to structural innovation, most notably 

developing the “buttressed core” structural system for the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest manmade 

structure.   Closer to home, he has spearheaded the structural design of Chicago’s AT&T Corporate 

Center and the 92-story Trump International Hotel and Tower.  In recognition of his work, Bill has 

received the American Society of Civil Engineers’ OPAL Lifetime Award for Design, the Gold Medal 

from the Institution of Structural Engineers and was the first American to win the Fritz Leonhardt Prize.  

He is a Fellow of both the ASCE and the IStructE and a member of the National Academy of 

Engineering. 
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